KENT CHAMBER
: C OMM E R C E

April 17,2015
 Dear Mayor- Cooke:

: 'The Kent Chamber of Commerce w15hes to express our support for the Kent Valley Regronal
Trail Connector ‘project, proposed to connect the Green River Trail and the Interurban Trail. We -
believe this- 4400 foot long trail will benefit both recreationists and bicycle: comrnuters seeking to -
_-make a mld-valley, largely 0ff-r1ght~0f-way connect1on between our two s1gn1ﬁcant valley i
reglonal tralls ' : ' : : :

As you well know, the Kent Valley is becommg d magnet for. ﬁrms w1th an actrve workforce o
who is very inferested inl using our two valley reglonal trarls for gettrng to and from their Work
. places. We’ re also pleased to sec the City’s efforts to make improvements to the trails in order to

S _bnng more famllles into Kent to enJ oy all the 01ty has to offer recreat1onally

- The mld valley connectlon between the Green Rlver Trall and the Interurban Trall created by

. this project will increase riders’ choicesin gettrng to-their destmatrons The use of a new - -

 HAWK pedestrian s1gnal will provide a safe crossmg at West Valley Highway for trail users.

This trail should also i increase overall bicycle use in the 01ty by offering an important trail *
‘connectlon that is largely off the surface streets and away from Vehrcular traffic.

= Also excrtmg is the City’s ablllty to leverage local funds for the prOJect We are pleased to see
that the Clty s capltal investment of $300,000 is. belng combined with a $l 25 million doflar
- federal grant to complete. this project. We see this as a prudent use of pubhc funds to achleve a.
practlcal ancl attractive amemty for the commumty -

_The Chamber views. th1s prOJect as a win on multrple levels and is pleased to exXpress our support_ _
forit. o :

Andrea Kelkkala
CEO of the Kent Chamber of Commerce
. 524 West Meeker, Suite 1 ‘
Kent, WA 98032
(253) 854-1770 ext. 140 _
andreak@kentchamber eom
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